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CHAPTER 3

The s e  ar e  t h e  na t i o n s  wh i c h  t h e  LORD l e f t ,  t o  pro v e  I s r a e l  by  
t h em ,  ev e n  as  many  as  had  no t  known  a l l  t h e  war s  o f  Canaan ;  
on l y  t h a t  t h e  gen e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  migh t  know ,  
t o  t e a c h  t h em  war ,  a t  t h e  l e a s t  su c h  as  be f o r e  knew  no t h i n g  
t h e r e o f ;  name l y ,  t h e  f i v e  l o r d s  o f  t h e  Ph i l i s t i n e s ,  t h e  
Canaan i t e s ,  t h e  S i d o n i a n s ,  t h e  Hiv i t e s  and  a l l  t h a t  dwe l t  i n  
moun t  Leban o n ,  f r om  moun t  Baa l h e r mo n  un t o  t h e  en t e r i n g  o f  
Hamat h .   And  t h e y  wer e  t o  pro v e  I s r a e l  by  t h em ,  t o  know  whe t h e r  
t h e y  wou l d  hea r k e n  un t o  t h e  commandmen t s  o f  t h e  LORD,  wh i c h  he  
command e d  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  by  t h e  hand  o f  Mose s .   And  t h e  ch i l d r e n  
o f  I s r a e l  dwe l t  among  t h e  Canaan i t e s ,  t h e  Hi t t i t e s ,  t h e  
Amor i t e s ,  t h e  Per i z z i t e s ,  t h e  Hiv i t e s ,  and  t h e  Jeb u s i t e s :  and  
t h e y  t o o k  t h e i r  daug h t e r s  t o  be  t h e i r  wiv e s ,  and  gav e  t h e i r  
daug h t e r s  t o  t h e i r  son s ,  and  se r v e d  t h e i r  god s .   And  t h e  
ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  d i d  ev i l  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  LORD,  and  
f o r g o t  t h e  LORD  t h e i r  God ,  and  se r v e d  Baa l i m  i n  t h e  gro v e s .  
The r e f o r e  t h e  ang e r  o f  t h e  LORD was  ho t  aga i n s t  I s r a e l ,  he  so l d  
t h em  i n t o  t h e  hand  o f  Chus h a n r i s h a t h a i m  t h e  k i n g  o f  
Mesopo t am i a :  - -

Now,  I  wan t  you  t o  go  bac k  t o  Deu t e r o n omy  cha p t e r  7 ,  beg i n n i n g  
wi t h  ve r s e  1 :  "When  t h e  LORD t h y  God  sha l l  br i n g  t h e e  i n t o  t h e  
l a n d  wh i t h e r  t h o u  goe s t  t o  po s s e s s  i t ,  and  ha t h  ca s t  ou t  many  
na t i o n s  be f o r e  t h e e ,  t h e  Hi t t i t e s ,  t h e  Gi r g a s h i t e s ,  t h e  Amor i t e s ,  
t h e  Canaan i t e s ,  t h e  Per i z z i t e s ,  t h e  Hiv i t e s ,  and  t h e  Jeb u s i t e s ,  
s e v e n  na t i o n s  gr e a t e r  and  migh t i e r  t h a n  you ;  and  when  t h e  LORD 
you r  God  sha l l  de l i v e r  t h em  be f o r e  you ;  you  sha l l  sm i t e  t h em ,  and  
u t t e r l y  de s t r o y  t h em ,  you  sha l l  make  no  cov e n a n t  wi t h  t h em ,  nor  
show  mer c y  un t o  t h em :  ne i t h e r  sha l l  you  make  mar r i a g e s  wi t h  t h em ;  
you r  daug h t e r  sha l l  no t  g i v e  un t o  t h e i r  son ,  nor  t h e i r  daug h t e r  
sha l l  you  t a k e  un t o  you r  son .   For  t h e y  wi l l  t u r n  away  you r  son  
f r om  f o l l o w i n g  me ,  t h a t  t h e y  may  se r v e  o t h e r  god s :  and  so  wi l l  t h e  
ang e r  o f  t h e  LORD  be  k i n d l e d  aga i n s t  you ,  and  de s t r o y  you  
sud d e n l y . "   

Tha t  was  t h e  warn i n g  o f  God  be f o r e  t h e y  came  i n t o  t h e  l a n d .  
And  a s  we  r e a d  i n  t h e  Sc r i p t u r e  t o n i g h t ,  a f t e r  t h e y  came  i n t o  t h e  
l a n d  -  wha t  d i d  t h e y  do ,  bu t  t o t a l l y  d i s r e g a r d  t h e  warn i n g  o f  God  
and  d i d  exa c t l y  wha t  God  t o l d  t h em  no t  t o  do .   

Many  t ime s  peop l e  hav e  d i f f i c u l t y  wi t h  t h e  Old  Tes t ame n t  
bec a u s e  God  o r d e r e d  su c h  se v e r e  t e rm s  o f  j u d gmen t  aga i n s t  t h e  
na t i o n s .   They  wonde r  why  God  wou l d  o r d e r  u t t e r  ex t e r m i n a t i o n :  
'Wi p e  t h em  a l l  ou t ,  don ' t  l e a v e  any  t r a c e s . '   God  dec l a r e s  t h e  
r e a s o n  fo r  t h e s e  o r d e r s :  ' I f  you  a l l o w  t h em  t o  r ema i n ,  i f  you  



a l l o w  i n t e r m a r r i a g e s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  wi t h  t h e i r  ch i l d r e n  and  you r  
ch i l d r e n ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  r e s u l t  wi l l  be  t h e y  wi l l  t u r n  you r  hea r t s  
away  f r om  God .   And  i f  you r  hea r t  i s  t u r n e d  away  f r om  God ,  t h e n  
t h e  j u d gmen t  o f  God  wi l l  come  upon  you . '

So  many  t ime s  when  God  warn s  us ,  we  pa s s  t h e  warn i n g  o f f  a s  
unn e c e s s a r y :  "Tha n k  You ,  Lor d .   Bu t  I  r e a l l y  don ' t  nee d  t h a t .  
The r e ' s  no  way ,  Lor d ,  t h a t  we  wou l d  t u r n  f r om  You  a f t e r  a l l  You  
hav e  don e  fo r  us .   Bu t  I  app r e c i a t e  You  warn i n g  me ,  Lor d .   I t ' s  
n i c e ,  bu t  i t ' s  no t  nec e s s a r y . "   Watch  ou t !   God  nev e r  warn s  you  
unn e c e s s a r i l y .   I  hav e  a lwa y s  fo u n d  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  whe r e  God  ha s  
g i v e n  me warn i n g ,  t h o s e  a r e  t h e  a r e a s  whe r e  I  usu a l l y  am go i n g  t o  
hav e  my b i g g e s t  p r o b l em .   God  knows  me .   God  knows  me be t t e r  t h a n  
I  know  myse l f .   And  God  doe s n ' t  warn  me  nee d l e s s l y .   [ I n t e r e s t i n g  
t h a t  j u s t  t h e  ve r y  t h i n g  God  sa i d ,  'Do n ' t  do , '  t h e y  d i d ;  and  j u s t  
t h e  ve r y  t h i n g  God  sa i d  wou l d  happ e n  i f  t h e y  d i d  i t ,  d i d  happ e n . ]  

The  r e a s o n  why  God  o r d e r e d  t h e  ex t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  peop l e  i n  
t h e  l a n d  was  t h a t  God  i n t e n d e d  I s r a e l  t o  be  Hi s  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  
j u d gmen t  t o  j u d g e  t h e s e  na t i o n s  fo r  t h e i r  ho r r i b l e ,  v i l e  
p r a c t i c e s .   The s e  peop l e  wer e  sa c r i f i c i n g  t h e i r  own  ch i l d r e n  un t o  
t h e i r  god s ,  t h e s e  peop l e  wer e  wor s h i p p i n g  t h e i r  god s  i n  t h e  mos t  
l i c e n t i o u s  manne r s  imag i n a b l e .   And  God  was  j u d g i n g  t h e s e  peop l e ,  
and  He  was  us i n g  Hi s  na t i o n ,  I s r a e l ,  a s  Hi s  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  
j u d gmen t .   And  t h e y  had  done  t h i n g s  t h a t  wer e  wor t h y  o f  dea t h .  
And  God  had  p r o n o u n c e d  t h e  dea t h  j u d gmen t  upon  t h em  and  o r d e r e d  
t h em  t o  be  t o t a l l y  wip e d  ou t .   Bu t  God  knew  t h a t  i f  t h e y  d i d  no t  
obe y  t h e  command ,  bec a u s e  t h e i r  wor s h i p  was  so  se n s u a l ,  so  
l i c e n t i o u s ,  and  so  app e a l i n g  t o  t h e  se n s e s  o f  man ,  t h a t  Hi s  own  
peop l e  wou l d  be  d r awn  i n  t o  t h e s e  same  v i l e  p r a c t i c e s  and  
de s t r o y e d .   

I t  wou l d  be  a s  t h o u g h  you  wer e  h i r e d  by  ou r  s c h o o l  t o  be  an  
a t t e n d a n t  on  t h e  p l a yg r o u n d .   And  you  hav e  a l l  o f  t h e s e  bea u t i f u l  
k i n d e r g a r t n e r s  ou t  t h e r e  p l a y i n g  on  t h e  g r o u n d :  f r o l i c k i n g ,  
ro l l i n g  i n  t h e  g r a s s ,  p l a y i n g  wi t h  t h e i r  ba l l s  -  bea u t i f u l  l i t t l e  
ch i l d r e n .   And  you  hea r  t h i s  y i p p i n g  no i s e ,  and  you  l o o k  up ,  and  
he r e ' s  a  l i t t l e  r a b i d  dog  wi t h  fo am  ru n n i n g  ou t  t h e  mou t h  comi n g  
t owa r d s  t h e  ch i l d r e n .   Now,  you  know  t h a t  dog  ha s  r a b i e s ,  you  know  
bec a u s e  t h a t  dog  ha s  r a b i e s  i t ' s  go i n g  t o  d i e :  t h e r e ' s  no  way  t h a t  
dog  can  l i v e  -  t h e  r a b i e s  a r e  go i n g  t o  k i l l  t h a t  dog .   You  a l s o  
know  t h a t  i f  t h a t  dog  sho u l d  b i t e  one  o f  t h e s e  l i t t l e  ch i l d r e n  
t h a t  a r e  und e r  you r  cha r g e  t h a t  t h e  ch i l d  wi l l  a l s o  ge t  r a b i e s  and  
wi l l  e i t h e r  d i e ,  o r  hav e  t o  go  t h r o u g h  t h e  ex t r e me l y  pa i n f u l  
Pas t e u r  sho t s .   Now,  a s  an  a t t e n d a n t  ou t  t h e r e  on  t h e  g r o u n d s :  
you r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  wa t c h  ove r  t h o s e  bea u t i f u l  i n n o c e n t  l i t t l e  
ch i l d r e n ,  wi t h  t h i s  mad  dog  t h a t  i s  go i n g  t o  d i e  anyh ow ,  be i n g  a  
t h r e a t  t o  t h o s e  ch i l d r e n ,  wou l d  you  be  j u s t i f i e d  i n  k i l l i n g  t h a t  
l i t t l e  dog ?   You  be t t e r  be l i e v e  i t .   

The s e  peop l e  wer e  a s  mad  dog s .   The  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  t h e y  wer e  
eng a g e d  i n  wou l d  ex t e r m i n a t e  t h em  i f  t h e y  wer e  a l l o w e d  t o  j u s t  go .  
They  d i d  pos e  a  dang e r  t o  t h e  peop l e  o f  God :  t h e y  cou l d  i n f e c t  
God ' s  peop l e  wi t h  t h e i r  dea d l y  ma l a d i e s .   And  t h a t  i s  why  God  
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sa i d ,  "De s t r o y  t h em  u t t e r l y .    Wipe  t h em  ou t ;  don ' t  l e t  t h em  
r ema i n .   When  I  hav e  de l i v e r e d  t h em  i n t o  you r  hand s ,  wip e  t h em  ou t  
comp l e t e l y  so  t h a t  t h e y  wi l l  no t  i n f e c t  you  wi t h  t h e i r  pe r v e r t e d  
r e l i g i o u s  sys t e m s  t h a t  wou l d  be  de s t r u c t i v e  t o  My peop l e . "   

[Bu t  I s r a e l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  obe y i n g  t h e  command  o f  God ,  a l l o w e d  
t h em  t o  r ema i n ,  dwe l t  among  t h em ,  and  we  r e a d  t h e  t r a g i c  s t o r y  
he r e  i n  Jud g e s  cha p t e r  3 ,  ve r s e  5 : ]   The  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  
dwe l t  among  t h e  Canaan i t e s ,  t h e  Hi t t i t e s ,  t h e  Amor i t e s ,  
Per i z z i t e s ,  Hiv i t e s ,  and  t h e  Jeb u s i t e s :  and  t h e y  t o o k  t h e i r  
daug h t e r s  t o  be  t h e i r  wiv e s ,  and  gav e  t h e i r  daug h t e r s  t o  be  
t h e i r  son s ,  and  t h e y  se r v e d  t h e i r  god s .

God ' s  warn i n g s  and  God ' s  l aw s  a r e  fo r  ou r  ben e f i t .   God  knows  
wha t  a r e  t h e  u l t i m a t e  con s e q u e n c e s  o f  ce r t a i n  ac t i o n s .   And  God ,  
i n  Hi s  l o v e  fo r  you ,  wou l d  kee p  you  f r om  su f f e r i n g  t h e  
con s e q u e n c e s  o f  ce r t a i n  ac t i o n s .   Bu t  somehow ,  i n  a  pe r v e r t e d  way ,  
we  f e e l  we  know  be t t e r  t h a n  God ,  we  f e e l  t h a t  we  can  hand l e  i t :  
"Lo r d ,  t h a n k  you  fo r  t h e  warn i n g ,  bu t  I  don ' t  nee d  i t .   Lor d ,  I ' m  
ab l e  t o  manag e  he r e  and  I  know  wha t  I 'm  do i n g . "   You  nev e r  know  
wha t  you  a r e  do i n g  i f  you  go  aga i n s t  t h e  l aw  o f  God .   You ' r e  
p l a y i n g  t h e  fo o l .   I t  i s  a  fo l l y .   God ' s  l aw  i s  i n t e n d e d  fo r  man ' s  
good ,  no t  fo r  man ' s  de t r i m e n t .   God ' s  ways  a r e  be s t .   I f  you ' r e  
go i n g  t o  know  l i f e ,  and  l o v e  l o n g  days ,  t h e n  kee p  t h e  l aw  o f  God .  
I t ' s  a  good  l i f e .   

Bu t  so  many  t ime s  we  make  t h a t  t r a g i c  mis t a k e  o f  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  
' i t  doe s n ' t  app l y  t o  me , '  o r  ' I  know  be t t e r , '  o r  ' i t  doe s n ' t  app l y  
t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n . '   I t  doe s .   And  t o  v i o l a t e  God ' s  l aw  i s  on l y  t o  
i n v i t e  pa i n ,  su f f e r i n g ,  and  d i s a s t e r  t o  you  emo t i o n a l l y ,  
phys i c a l l y .   I t  may  se em  ve r y  exc i t i n g  i n  t h e  beg i n n i n g :  "Th e r e  i s  
a  way  t h a t  s e em s  r i g h t  un t o  a  man ,  bu t  t h e  end s  t h e r e o f  ar e  t h e  
ways  o f  dea t h . "    And  God  gav e  t h em  t h e  warn i n g ,  t h e y  d i s r e g a r d e d  
t h e  warn i n g  o f  God ,  t h e y  d i s o b e y e d  t h e  commandmen t  o f  God ,  and  now  
we  beg i n  t o  se e  t h e  ye a r s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  go i n g  t o  r e a p :  t h e  
t r a g e d y ,  t h e  so r r ow ,  t h e  su f f e r i n g s ,  t h e  bond a g e  -  bec a u s e  t h e y  
d i d  no t  obe y  t h e  commandmen t  o f  t h e  LORD.

The  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  d i d  ev i l  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  LORD,  
t h e y  f o r g o t  t h e  LORD t h e i r  God ,  and  t h e y  bega n  t o  se r v e  Baa l i m  
and  t h e  gro v e s .   [Th e  g r o v e s ,  o f  cou r s e ,  wer e  t h e  p l a c e s  o f  
pag a n  wor s h i p  i n  whi c h  t h e  l i c e n t i o u s  se x u a l  r i t e s  wer e  
p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  wor s h i p  o f  t h e  godd e s s  o f  f e r t i l i t y ,  
Ash t e r o t h . ]   The r e f o r e  t h e  ang e r  o f  t h e  LORD was  ho t  aga i n s t  
I s r a e l ,  and  he  so l d  t h em  i n t o  t h e  hand  o f  t h e  k i n g  o f  
Mesopo t am i a :  and  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  s e r v e d  
Chush a n r i s h a t h a i m  f o r  e i g h t  yea r s .   And  when  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  
I s r a e l  c r i e d  un t o  t h e  LORD,  t h e  LORD ra i s e d  up  a  de l i v e r e r  t o  
t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l ,  who  de l i v e r e d  t h em ,  ev e n  Othn i e l  t h e  
son  o f  Kena z ,  Ca l e b ' s  youn g e r  bro t h e r .   [So  he  was  a  neph ew  t o  
Ca l e b . ]   And  t h e  Sp i r i t  o f  t h e  LORD  came  upon  h im ,  and  he  
j u d g e d  I s r a e l ,  and  wen t  ou t  t o  war :  and  t h e  LORD  de l i v e r e d  
Chush a n r i s h a t h a i m  k i n g  o f  Mesopo t am i a  i n t o  h i s  hand ;  and  h i s  
hand  pr e v a i l e d  aga i n s t  t h e  k i n g .   And  t h e  l a n d  had  re s t  f o r  
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f o r t y  yea r s .   And  Othn i e l  t h e  son  o f  Kena z  d i e d . .

So ,  he r e  i s  t h e  f i r s t  - -  un f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t ' s  no t  t h e  l a s t .  
Th i s  i s  t h e  beg i n n i n g  o f  a  pa t t e r n .   The  pa t t e r n  o f  t u r n i n g  away  
f r om  God ,  r e a p i n g  t h e  con s e q u e n c e s  by  be i n g  de l i v e r e d  i n t o  t h e  
hand s  o f  t h e i r  enemi e s ,  go i n g  i n t o  opp r e s s i o n  and  ha r d s h i p ;  i n  t h e  
t ime  o f  opp r e s s i o n  and  ha r d s h i p - - ca l l i n g  upon  t h e  LORD,  God  
r a i s i n g  up  a  de l i v e r e r ,  be i n g  se t  f r e e  f r om  t h e i r  enemi e s ,  l i v i n g  
fo r  a  t ime  i n  pea c e  and  p r o s p e r i t y ,  and  t h e n  go i n g  r i g h t  on  bac k  
i n t o  t h e  same  pa t t e r n  o f  wor s h i p p i n g  t h e  o t h e r  god s ,  t u r n i n g  t h e i r  
hea r t s  away  f r om  t h e  LORD:  and  i t ' s  a  pa t t e r n  t h a t ' s  j u s t  go i n g  t o  
be  r e p e a t e d  un t i l  you ' r e  go i n g  t o  ge t  s i c k  o f  i t :  adno s i u m  a f t e r  a  
whi l e .   You  sa y ,  "Wha t ' s  t h e  ma t t e r  wi t h  t h e s e  peop l e ?   Why can ' t  
t h e y  l e a r n ? "   And  I  imag i n e  t h e  Lor d  i s  s a y i n g  t h e  ve r y  same  t h i n g  
abou t  us .   So ,  t h e  f i r s t  apo s t a s y ,  t h e  f i r s t  s e r v i t u d e ,  t h e  f i r s t  
j u d g e .

And  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  d i d  ev i l  aga i n  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  
LORD:  and  so  t h e  LORD s t r e n g t h e n e d  Eg l o n  t h e  k i n g  o f  Moab  - -  

The  f i r s t  k i n g  came  f r om  Mesopo t am i a :  t h a t ' s  way  up  i n  t h e  a r e a  
o f  Assy r i a .   The  se c o n d  came  r i g h t  f r om  ac r o s s  t h e i r  bo r d e r s :  t h e  
l a n d  o f  Moab .   And  t h i s ,  ac t u a l l y ,  i s  t h e  l a n d  t h a t  was  i n h a b i t e d  
by  t h e  t r i b e  o f  Reub e n .   The  Moab i t e s  wer e  de s c e n d a n t s  o f  Lo t  
t h r o u g h  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  h i s  daug h t e r .

And  so  t h e  LORD s t r e n g t h e n e d  Eg l o n  t h e  k i n g  o f  Moab  aga i n s t  
I s r a e l ,  bec a u s e  t h e y  had  don e  ev i l  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  LORD.  
And  he  ga t h e r e d  un t o  h im  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  Ammon  and  Amal e k ,  - -

The  peop l e  o f  Ammon  wer e  t h e  de s c e n d a n t s  o f  Lo t  a l s o  by  h i s  
o t h e r  daug h t e r ,  and  Amal e k  was  a  pe r e n n i a l  fo e  o f  I s r a e l .   The  
Amal e k i t e s  wer e  a  nomad i c  g r o u p ,  so r t  o f  a  nomad i c  t r i b e s m e n - -
Bedou i n  t yp e  o f  peop l e :  bu t  t h e y  wer e  t h e  pe r e n n i a l  enemi e s  o f  
I s r a e l .   They  wer e  t h e  one s  t h a t  a t t a c k e d  I s r a e l  sho r t l y  a f t e r  
t h e y  came  ou t  o f  Egyp t  and  wer e  de f e a t e d  t h e r e  by  t h e  LORD a t  
Reph i d i m  unde r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Jo s h u a ,  [ a s  Mose s  he l d  up  h i s  
a rm ,  and  a s  l o n g  a s  h i s  a rms  wer e  up - - you  r emembe r  t h e  s t o r y ,  
Jo s h u a  and  h i s  men  p r e v a i l e d .   So  t h e y  f i n a l l y  go t  by  Mose s  and  
he l d  up  h i s  a rms  t h a t  I s r a e l  migh t  p r e v a i l  ove r  t h em . ]   

Amal e k  i s  a  t yp e  o f  t h e  f l e s h .   God  sa i d ,  "When  you  come  i n t o  
t h e  l a n d ,  and  you  ar e  s t r e n g t h e n e d  i n  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e n  I  wan t  you  t o  
u t t e r l y  wip e  ou t  Amal e k :  de s t r o y  t h em  comp l e t e l y . "    

La t e r  on ,  und e r  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Sau l ,  when  I s r a e l  was  s t r o n g ,  
Samue l  came  t o  Sau l  and  sa i d ,  "Th e  LORD wan t s  you  t o  go  down  and  
t o t a l l y  de s t r o y  Amal e k :  wip e  t h em  ou t  comp l e t e l y .   Don ' t  a l l o w  
anyo n e  t o  r ema i n  a l i v e .   Wipe  ou t  t h e i r  an ima l s ,  eve r y t h i n g . "   And  
Sau l  wen t  down ,  s aw  some  o f  t h e  hea l t h y  an ima l s  and  dec i d e d  t h a t  
t h e y  wer e  t o o  n i c e  t o  de s t r o y :  so  he  b r o u g h t  t h em  bac k .   Ut t e r l y  
hac k e d  up  t h e  bad  an ima l s .   And  a s  he  r e t u r n e d ,  Samue l  came  ou t  t o  
mee t  h im .   And  he  g r e e t e d  Samue l  wi t h  t h e  word s ,  "As  t h e  LORD 
l i v e t h :  I ' v e  don e  ev e r y t h i n g  t h e  LORD has  t o l d  me  t o  do . "    He  
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sa i d ,  " I f  you ' v e  done  eve r y t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  LORD ha s  t o l d  you  t o  do ,  
how  i s  i t  t h a t  I  hea r  t h e  b l e e t i n g  o f  t h e  sh e e p ,  and  t h e  l ow i n g  o f  
t h e  ca t t l e ?   Don ' t  you  re a l i z e  t h a t  r e b e l l i o n  i s  as  t h e  s i n  o f  
wi t c h c r a f t ? "    He  sa i d ,  "Oh ,  we l l  t h e y  wer e  so  f i n e ,  I  t h o u g h t  I ' d  
b r i n g  t h em  bac k  so  we  can  hav e  a  b i g  sa c r i f i c e  un t o  God . "   And  he  
sa i d ,  "To  obe y  i s  be t t e r  t h a n  t o  sa c r i f i c e ,  and  t o  hea r k e n  i s  
be t t e r  t h a n  t h e  f a t  o f  rams .   And  i n  t h a t  you  hav e  re j e c t e d  God  
f r om  ru l i n g  ove r  you ,  God  has  re j e c t e d  you  f r om  ru l i n g  ove r  h i s  
peop l e . "    And  t h e  o l d  man ,  Samue l ,  t u r n e d  and  s t a r t e d  t o  wa l k  
away ,  and  Sau l  s a i d ,  "No ,  no - - don ' t  go , "  and  he  g r a b b e d  ho l d  o f  
h im  by  t h e  ro b e  and  Samue l  j u s t  kep t  on  wa l k i n g .   And  t h e  ro b e  
r i p p e d  o f f  i n  Sau l ' s  hand s ,  and  Samue l  t u r n e d  and  sa i d ,  "So  God  i s  
go i n g  t o  r i p  t h e  k i n g d om  f r om  you ,  and  g i v e  i t  un t o  ano t h e r ,  [ t h a t  
wi l l  s e r v e  and  obe y  h im . ] "   Sau l  a l l o w e d  Amal e k  t o  r ema i n  a l i v e .  
[So  a t  t h e  t ime  o f  Es t h e r ,  Haman  t h e  Agag i t e - who  was  a l s o  an  
Amal e k i t e ,  had  p l o t t e d  t h e  de s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  na t i o n  o f  I s r a e l .  
Beca u s e  Sau l  d i s o b e y e d  God ,  i t  a lmo s t  co s t  t h e  na t i o n  i t s e l f . ]   

And  Amal e k ,  be i n g  a  t yp e  o f  t h e  f l e s h :  God  sa y s ,  "Hey ,  don ' t  
make  any  cov e n a n t  wi t h  t h e  f l e s h - - de s t r o y  i t . "   " I f  you  by  t h e  
Sp i r i t  do  mor t i f y  t h e  dee d s  o f  t h e  f l e s h ,  you  sha l l  l i v e . "    God  
doe s n ' t  wan t  us  t o  make  any  t r e a t i e s  wi t h  ou r  f l e s h .   Bu t  i f  we  
t r y  t o  make  t r e a t i e s  wi t h  ou r  f l e s h ,  i f  we  t r y  t o  make  
a l l o w a n c e s - - t h e  Bib l e  sa y s ,  "Make  no  pro v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  f l e s h ,  t o  
f u l f i l l  t h e  l u s t s  t h e r e o f "   - - i f  you  t r y  t o  make  a  p r o v i s i o n  fo r  
t h e  f l e s h ,  i t  wi l l  r i s e  up - - u l t i m a t e l y ,  t o  de s t r o y  you .   Tha t ' s  
why  God  o r d e r s  t h e  ex t e r m i n a t i o n .

[And  so  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  Amal e k  j o i n e d  wi t h  Moab - Eg l o n  t h e  
k i n g  o f  Moab  and  t h e y  came  ac r o s s  t h e  Jo r d a n ]  and  t h e y  t o o k  t h e  
c i t y  o f   [ J e r i c h o ]  pa lm  t r e e s .   So  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  
s e r v e d  Eg l o n  t h e  k i n g  o f  Moab  e i g h t e e n  yea r s .   [No t i c e  t h e  
f i r s t  s e r v i t u d e  was  j u s t  8  ye a r s :  God  was  ea s y  on  t h em  when  He  
r a i s e d  up  Othn i e l .   Now come s  Eg l o n  t h e  k i n g  o f  Moab  and  t h e y  
a r e  se r v i n g  h im  fo r  18  ye a r s . ]   Bu t  when  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  
c r i e d  un t o  t h e  LORD,  t h e  LORD ra i s e d  t h em  up  a  de l i v e r e r ,  Ehud  
t h e  son  o f  Gera ,  a  Ben j am i t e ,  a  man  who  was  l e f t - hand e d :   - -

And  be i n g  l e f t - hand e d  ev i d e n t l y  r a n  among  t h e  Ben j am i t e s ;  so r t  
o f  a  gen e t i c  t h i n g  pe r h a p s ,  I  don ' t  know .   Bu t  many  o f  t h e  
Ben j am i t e s  wer e  l e f t - hand e d .   La t e r  on  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  po r t i o n  o f  
Jud g e s  we ' r e  go i n g  t o  r e a d  abou t  700  men  o f  Ben j am i n  who  cou l d  us e  
a  s l i n g  and  h i t  a t  a  ha r e ' s  b r e a t h  a t  a  hund r e d  pac e s .   Bu t  l e f t -
hand e d  se eme d  t o  be  so r t  o f  a  t r a i t  o f  t h e  t r i b e  o f  Ben j am i n  fo r  
some  r e a s o n .   

And  Ehud  was  a  Ben j am i t e ,  l e f t - hand e d :  and  by  h im  t h e  
ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  s e n t  a  t r i b u t e  un t o  Eg l o n  t h e  k i n g  o f  Moab .  
[Usu a l l y  t h e  r e i g n i n g  k i n g s  wou l d  r e q u i r e  an  annu a l  t r i b u t e  
f r om  t h e  peop l e  t h a t  he  had  sub j u g a t e d .   So  t h e y  wou l d  hav e  t o  
b r i n g  t r i b u t e  un t o  Eg l o n . ]   So  Ehud  made  a  dagg e r  t h a t  had  two  
edg e s ,  i t  was  e i g h t e e n  i n c h e s  l o n g ;  and  he  pu t  i t  und e r  h i s  
c l o t h e s  on  h i s  r i g h t  t h i g h .   And  he  bro u g h t  t h e  t r i b u t e  un t o  
Eg l o n  t h e  k i n g  o f  Moab :  and  Eg l o n  was  a  ve r y  f a t  man .   And  when  
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he  had  made  an  end  o f  o f f e r i n g  t h e  t r i b u t e ,  he  se n t  away  t h e  
peop l e  t h a t  had  ca r r i e d  t h e  t r i b u t e .   Bu t  he  h ims e l f  t u r n e d  
aga i n  f r om  t h e  qua r r i e s  t h a t  wer e  by  Gi l g a l ,  and  he  sa i d ,  I  
hav e  a  se c r e t  e r r a n d  un t o  t h e e ,  O k i n g :  and  Eg l o n  sa i d ,  Qui e t .  
And  t h e n  he  ord e r e d  a l l  o f  h i s  s e r v a n t s  ou t .   And  Ehud  came  
un t o  h im ;  and  he  was  s i t t i n g  i n  h i s  summer  par l o r ,  [wh i c h  was  
an  uppe r  chambe r  o f  l a t t i c e s  so  t h e  b r e e z e  wou l d  b l ow  t h r o u g h ]  
whi c h  he  had  f o r  h ims e l f  a l o n e .   And  Ehud  sa i d ,  I  hav e  a  
mes s a g e  f r om  God  un t o  t h e e .   And  he  aro s e  ou t  o f  h i s  s e a t .   And  
he  pu t  f o r t h  h i s  l e f t  hand ,  and  t o o k  t h e  dagg e r  f r om  h i s  r i g h t  
t h i g h ,  and  t h r u s t  i t  i n t o  h i s  be l l y :  and  t h e  ha f t  a l s o  wen t  i n  
a f t e r  t h e  b l a d e ;  and  t h e  f a t  c l o s e d  upon  t h e  b l a d e ,  and  he  
cou l d n ' t  draw  ou t  t h e  dagg e r  f r om  t h e  be l l y ;  [ s o r t  o f . . - - ye s :  
g r o s s ! ]  and  h i s  en t r a i l s  came  ou t .   [Gr o s s e r .   My son s  us e d  t o  
l o v e  t h i s  s t o r y .   They  wou l d  a lwa y s  wan t  me  t o  r e a d  t h e  s t o r y  
o f  ' E g l o n  and  Ehud . ' ]   And  t h e n  Ehud  wen t  t h r o u g h  t h e  por c h ,  
and  shu t  t h e  doo r s  o f  t h e  par l o r  upon  h im ,  and  he  l o c k e d  t h em .  
When  Ehud  had  gon e  ou t ,  Eg l o n ' s  s e r v a n t s  came ;  and  when  t h e y  
saw  t h a t  t h e  doo r s  o f  t h e  par l o r  wer e  l o c k e d ,  t h e y  sa i d ,  O he  
i s  cov e r i n g  h i s  f e e t  i n  t h e  summer  chambe r .   And  t h e y  wa i t e d  
un t i l  t h e y  wer e  ash ame d :  and ,  beho l d ,  t h e  k i n g  d i d n ' t  open  t h e  
doo r s  o f  t h e  par l o r ;  t h e r e f o r e  t h e y  t o o k  a  ke y ,  and  open e d  
t h em :  and ,  beho l d ,  t h e i r  l o r d  was  f a l l e n  down  dead  on  t h e  
ea r t h .   And  Ehud   [ i n  t h e  mean t i m e ]  es c a p e d  wh i l e  t h e y  wer e  
wa i t i n g ,  and  he  pas s e d  bey o n d  t h e  qua r r i e s ,   [wh i c h  wer e  a t  
Gi l g a l ]  and  he  came  t o  Se i r a t h .   [So  he  was  r e a l l y  mov i n g . ]  
And  i t  came  t o  pas s ,  when  he  was  come ,  t h a t  he  b l ew  t h e  t r ump e t  
i n  t h e  moun t a i n  o f  Ephr a i m ,  and  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  wen t  
down  wi t h  h im  f r om  t h e  moun t ,  and  he  was  be f o r e  t h em .   And  he  
sa i d  un t o  t h em ,  Fo l l o w  a f t e r  me:  f o r  t h e  LORD  has  de l i v e r e d  
you r  enem i e s  t h e  Moab i t e s  i n t o  you r  hand .   And  t h e y  wen t  down  
a f t e r  h im ,  and  t h e y  t o o k  t h e  f o r d s  o f  Jo r d a n  t owa r d  Moab ,  and  
d i d n ' t  a l l o w  any  man  t o  pas s  ove r .   

Now,  t h e r e  nea r  J e r i c h o ,  whe r e  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  had  
c r o s s e d  ove r  t h e  Jo r d a n  t o  come  i n t o  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e r e  wer e  fo r d s  
whe r e  t h e  peop l e  cou l d  c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r - - sh a l l o w  a r e a s .   And  so  
wha t  Ehud  d i d  was  he  and  t h e  men  o f  Eph r a i m  pos t e d  t h ems e l v e s  a t  
t h e s e  fo r d s ,  and  a s  t h e  Moab i t e s ,  who  wer e  i n  t h e  l a n d  -  so r t  o f  
a s  po l i c e  and  con t r o l ,  t r i e d  t o  e s c a p e  bac k  t o  Moab ,  t h e y  wer e  
t h e r e  a t  t h e  fo r d s  so  t h e y  g r a b b e d  t h e  guys  and  wip e d  t h em  ou t .   

And  so  t h e y  de s t r o y e d  o f  t h e  men  o f  Moab  abou t  t e n  t h o u s a n d  
men ,  who  wer e  [h e a l t h y ]  l u s t y ,  [ s t r o n g  men  and ]  men  o f  va l o u r ;  
and  t h e r e  e s c a p e d  no t  a  man .   So  Moab  was  sub d u e d  t h a t  day  
und e r  t h e  hand  o f  I s r a e l .   And  t h e  l a n d  had  re s t  f o u r s c o r e  [o r ,  
e i g h t y ]  yea r s .   [Th e  se c o n d  apo s t a s y ,  t h e  se c o n d  se r v i t u d e ,  and  
t h e  se c o n d  de l i v e r a n c e ,  und e r  Ehud  -  t h e  se c o n d  j u d g e . ]

Now con c e r n i n g  Shamga r ,  t h e  t h i r d  j u d g e - - we  know  ve r y  l i t t l e .  
The r e ' s  on l y  one  ve r s e  devo t e d  t o  h im  he r e ,  and  j u s t  a  men t i o n  o f  
h im  i n  t h e  son g  o f  Debo r a h . ]  

Af t e r  h im  t h e  [ t h i r d  j u d g e ]  was  Shamga r  t h e  son  o f  Ana t h ,  
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whi c h  s l e w  o f  t h e  Ph i l i s t i n e s  s i x  hund r e d  men  wi t h  an  ox  goad :  
he  a l s o  de l i v e r e d  I s r a e l .

Now,  t h e  ox  goad  was  t h a t  po l e  abou t  8  fo o t  l o n g  t h a t  had  a  
me t a l  sh a r p  end  on  i t  t h a t  t h e y  wou l d  goad ,  o r  p r o d  t h e  oxen  wi t h  
a s  t h e  oxen  wer e  p l ow i n g .   To  kee p  t h em  go i n g ,  t o  kee p  t h em  
p l ow i n g ,  t h e y  wou l d  t a k e  and  goad  t h em  wi t h  t h i s  8  fo o t  ox  goad .  
Some  o f  t h e s e  ox  goad s  wer e  a s  much  a s  6  i n c h e s  t h i c k .   I t  wou l d  
t a k e  a  p r e t t y  s t r o n g  man  t o  wie l d  one  o f  t h o s e  ox  goad s .   He  d i d  
i t .   And  wi t h  an  ox  goad ,  he  k i l l e d  s i x  hund r e d  o f  t h e i r  pe r e n n i a l  
enemi e s :  t h e  Ph i l i s t i n e s .

La t e r ,  we  r emembe r  i n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  Samson ,  a s  we  ge t  t o  h im  
when  we  move  a l o n g  i n  Jud g e s  cha p t e r  13 :  Samson ,  wi t h  a  j awbo n e  o f  
an  a s s ,  k i l l e d  a  t h o u s a n d  o f  t h e  Ph i l i s t i n e s .   

Her e  i s  Shamga r  - -  bu t  we  don ' t  know  any t h i n g  more  abou t  t h i s  
guy .   He ' s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  cha r a c t e r :  he ' s  s t r o n g  and  God  us e d  h im  
t o  de l i v e r  I s r a e l .   Bu t  t h a t ' s  a l l  we  r e a l l y  know  abou t  h im .

CHAPTER 4

And  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  aga i n  [ t h i r d  apo s t a s y ]  d i d  ev i l  i n  
t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  LORD,  when  Ehud  was  dead .   [ I t  s e eme d  l i k e  a s  
l o n g  a s  t h e  j u d g e  t h a t  God  r a i s e d  up  -  l i v e d ,  t h e  peop l e  obe ye d  
t h e  LORD.   As  soo n  a s  he  d i e d ,  peop l e  fo r g o t  t h e  LORD:  "And  
aga i n  t h e y  d i d  ev i l  i n  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  LORD. " ]   And  t h e  LORD 
so l d  t h em  i n t o  t h e  hand  o f  Jab i n  t h e  k i n g  o f  Canaan ,  who  
re i g n e d  i n  Hazo r ;  - -  

Now,  t h e y  had  a l r e a d y  t a k e n  Hazo r  i n  an  ea r l i e r  ba t t l e  when  
Jo s h u a  was  a l i v e ;  bu t  ev i d e n t l y  t h e y  d i d n ' t  go  up  and  c l e a n  t h e  
t h i n g  ou t ,  and  t h e y  a l l o w e d  t h e  peop l e  t o  r ema i n  t h e r e .   And  now 
Ja b i n  ha s  bec ome  s t r o n g ,  and  Ja b i n  pu t s  t h em  t o  a  t r i b u t e .   

I t  wou l d  se em  t h a t  i t  wou l d  be  t h e  no r t h e r n  t r i b e s  a r o u n d  t h e  
Ga l i l e e  t h a t  wer e  more  a f f e c t e d  by  t h i s  k i n g :  fo r  Hazo r  i s  j u s t  
no r t h  o f  t h e  se a  o f  Ga l i l e e ,  p r o b a b l y  5  o r  7  mi l e s  no r t h  o f  t h e  
se a  o f  Ga l i l e e  on  up  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  upp e r  Ga l i l e e .   You  come  
up  ou t  o f  t h e  se a  o f  Ga l i l e e ,  whi c h  i s  s i x  hund r e d  f e e t  p l u s  -  
be l ow  se a  l e v e l ,  you  come  up  abov e  se a  l e v e l ,  you  ge t  i n t o  t h e  
upp e r  va l l e y  abov e  t h e  se a  o f  Ga l i l e e ,  and  a s  you ' r e  on  t h e  ro a d  
on  up  t owa r d s  Hermon  you  ge t  ve r y  qu i c k l y  t o  Hazo r .

Hazo r  was  a  ve r y  powe r f u l  c i t y  i n  h i s t o r y .   The r e  a r e  va s t  
exc a v a t i o n s  t h e r e :  t h e r e  i s  a  huge  t e l l  a t  Hazo r .   And  he r e  - -  
now ,  my gu i d e  ha s  nev e r  t a k e n  me  t o  t h e  d i g s  t h e r e  a t  Hazo r .   I  
don ' t  know  why,  bu t  he  a lwa y s  j u s t  pa s s e s  by .   Maybe  bec a u s e  mos t  
o f  t h e  bus  i s  a s l e e p  by  t h e  t ime  we  ge t  t h e r e .   One  day  my gu i d e ' s  
go i n g  t o  t a k e  me t o  Hazo r .   

So  God  so l d  t h em  i n t o  t h e  hand  o f  Jab i n  t h e  Canaan i t e ,  who  
was  re i g n i n g  i n  Hazo r ;  and  t h e  cap t a i n  o f  whos e  ho s t  was  
S i s e r a ,  who  dwe l t  i n  Haro s h e t h  o f  t h e  Gen t i l e s .   And  t h e  
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ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  c r i e d  un t o  t h e  LORD:  f o r  he  had  n i n e  hund r e d  
cha r i o t s  o f  i r o n ;  and  f o r  twe n t y  yea r s  he  migh t i l y  opp r e s s e d  
t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l .

Cha r i o t s  o f  i r o n  wer e  equ i v a l e n t  t o  t a n k s  i n  ba t t l e  i n  t h o s e  
days .   I  mean ,  i f  you  had  a  cha r i o t  o f  i r o n  you  had  a  fo rm i d a b l e  
weapon  aga i n s t  t h e  i n f a n t r y .   Pu l l e d  by  t h e  ho r s e s ,  an  i n f a n t r y  
wou l d n ' t  hav e  a  cha n c e  aga i n s t  t h e  cha r i o t s .   And  900  cha r i o t s  o f  
i r o n  i s  no  sma l l  a rmamen t  b r i g a d e .   I  mean ,  i t ' s  r e a l l y  a  powe r f u l  
b r i g a d e .

Debo r a h ,  t h e  pro p h e t e s s ,  t h e  wi f e  o f  Lap i d o t h ,  who  j u d g e d  
I s r a e l  a t  t h a t  t i m e .   She  dwe l t  unde r  t h e  pa lm  t r e e  o f  Debo r a h  
be tw e e n  Ramah  and  Be t h e l  i n  moun t  Ephr a i m :  and  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  
I s r a e l  wou l d  come  un t o  he r  f o r  j u d gme n t .   [Sh e  was  a  
p r o p h e t e s s ,  sh e  was  a  j u d g e  i n  I s r a e l ,  and  t h e y  wou l d  come  un t o  
he r  fo r  j u d gmen t . ]   And  so  sh e  se n t  and  ca l l e d  Bara k  t h e  son  o f  
Ab i n o am  ou t  o f  Kede s h n a p h t a l i ,  and  sh e  sa i d  un t o  h im ,  Hath  no t  
t h e  LORD  God  o f  I s r a e l  command e d ,  sa y i n g ,  [ a n d  sh e ' s  a  
p r o p h e t e s s ,  so  sh e ' s  sp e a k i n g  t h e  word  o f  t h e  LORD]  Go and  draw  
t owa r d  moun t  Tabo r ,  and  t a k e  wi t h  you  t e n  t h o u s a n d  men  o f  t h e  
ch i l d r e n  o f  Naph t a l i  and  o f  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  Zebu l u n ?   And  I  
wi l l  draw  un t o  t h e e  t o  t h e  r i v e r  Ki s h o n  S i s e r a ,  t h e  cap t a i n  o f  
Jab i n ' s  army ,  wi t h  h i s  cha r i o t s  and  h i s  mul t i t u d e ;  and  I  wi l l  
de l i v e r  h im  i n t o  you r  hand .   And  Bara k  sa i d  un t o  he r ,  I f  you  
wi l l  go  wi t h  me ,  I  wi l l  go :  bu t  i f  you  don ' t  go  wi t h  me ,  I  
won ' t  go .   [A  b r a v e  man  i n d e e d . ]   And  so  sh e  sa i d ,  I  wi l l  
su r e l y  go  wi t h  you :  no tw i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  j o u r n e y  t h a t  you  t a k e  
sha l l  no t  be  f o r  you r  honou r ;  f o r  t h e  LORD sha l l  s e l l  S i s e r a  
i n t o  t h e  hand  o f  a  woman .   And  so  Debo r a h  aro s e ,  and  wen t  wi t h  
Bara k  un t o  Kede s h .   [So  h i s  l a c k  o f  t r u s t  i n  t h e  LORD co s t  h im  
t h e  hono r  o f  t h e  v i c t o r y :  i t  was  t o  go  t o  a  woman  ac c o r d i n g  t o  
Debo r a h . ]   So  Bara k  ca l l e d  Zebu l u n  and  Naph t a l i  t o  Kede s h ;  and  
he  wen t  up  wi t h  t e n  t h o u s a n d  men  a t  h i s  f e e t :  and  Debo r a h  wen t  
up  wi t h  h im .   Now Hebe r  t h e  Ken i t e ,  who  was  o f  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  
Hobab  t h e  f a t h e r  i n  l aw  o f  Mose s ,  had  se v e r e d  h ims e l f  f r om  t h e  
Ken i t e s ,  and  p i t c h e d  h i s  t e n t  un t o  t h e  p l a i n  o f  Zaana im ,  wh i c h  
i s  by  Kede s h .

Now,  Hebe r  was  a  de s c e n d a n t  o f  Mose s '  f a t h e r  i n  l aw .   The s e  
peop l e  came  i n  wi t h  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  i n t o  t h e  l a n d ;  bu t  fo r  
t h e  mos t  pa r t ,  be i n g  nomad i c  t yp e  Bedou i n  peop l e ,  t h e y  se t t l e d  i n  
t h e  wi l d e r n e s s  a r o u n d  Arad  and  Bee r s h e b a .   They  wen t  i n t o  t h e  
sou t h e r n  coun t r y  -  i n  t h e  book  o f  Jo s h u a .   Bu t  t h i s  one  f e l l o w  
moved  on  up  t o  t h e  no r t h e r n  pa r t .   

And  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  you  t r a v e l  i n  I s r a e l  t o d a y ,  you  wi l l  
f i n d  Bedou i n s  l i v i n g  a l l  ove r  I s r a e l .   Mos t  o f  t h em  a r e  i n  t h e  
wi l d e r n e s s  a r e a .   Ju s t  eve r  so  many  Bedou i n  t e n t s  and  enc ampmen t s  
be tw e e n  Je r u s a l e m  and  Je r i c h o .   I n  ea c h  l i t t l e  j u a d i ,  a s  you  l o o k  
up  i n t o  t h e  j u a d i ' s ,  you ' l l  s e e  t h e i r  t e n t s ,  and  t h e  women  ou t  
kee p i n g  t h e  sh e e p ,  and  i f  t h e  bus s e s  s t o p  t h e n  t h e  l i t t l e  ch i l d r e n  
come  ru n n i n g  up  a s k i n g  fo r  bac h s h i s h .   Bu t  t h e r e ' s  j u s t  eve r  so  
many  Bedou i n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .   Bu t  you  go  up  t o  Ga l i l e e  and  you  f i n d  
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t h em  enc amp e d  up  nea r  Ga l i l e e ,  you ' l l  f i n d  t h em  enc amp e d  i n  an  
a r e a  nea r  moun t  Ca rme l .   And  j u s t  a l l  ove r  t h e  l a n d  you ' l l  come  
upon  t h e s e  Bedou i n  enc ampmen t s ,  t h e i r  t e n t s ,  and  t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k  
t h a t  t h e y  hav e  a r o u n d  t h em  -  and  t h e y  s t i l l  ex i s t  t o d a y .   So  t o  
hav e  a  Bedou i n  i n  t h e  no r t h e r n  pa r t  i s  no t  unu s u a l ;  you ' l l  f i n d  
t h a t  t o d a y :  you ' l l  f i n d  t h em  a r o u n d  t h e  se a  o f  Ga l i l e e ,  i n  t h e  
no r t h e r n  pa r t  o f  t h e  se a  o f  Ga l i l e e  nea r  Cape r n a um  -  t h e r e  a r e  
Bedou i n  t e n t s .   

And  so ,  t h i s  one  Bedou i n  had  l e f t  t h e  no rma l  hab i t a t  down  i n  
t h e  wi l d e r n e s s  a r e a ,  had  come  on  up  t owa r d s  t h e  uppe r  end  o f  t h e  
se a  o f  Ga l i l e e  t h e r e  a t  Kede s h :  and  he  warn e d  t h e  k i n g .   Ev i d e n t l y  
he  was  a  on  a  good  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  t h e  k i n g  o f  Hazo r  -  wi t h  
Ja b i n  -  and  he  warn e d  h im  t h a t  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  had  ga t h e r e d  
t o g e t h e r  t h e r e  a t  Tabo r .   

Now Hebe r  t h e  Ken i t e ,  wh i c h  was  o f  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  Hobab  t h e  
f a t h e r  i n  l aw  o f  Mose s ,  had  se v e r e d  h ims e l f  f r om  t h e  re s t  o f  
t h e  Ken i t e s ,  p i t c h e d  h i s  t e n t  i n  t h e  p l a i n ,  wh i c h  i s  by  Kede s h .  
And  he  showe d  S i s e r a  [ t h e  cap t a i n ]  t h a t  Bara k  was  gon e  up  t o  
moun t  Tabo r .   So  S i s e r a  ga t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  a l l  o f  h i s  cha r i o t s ,  
a l l  n i n e  hund r e d  cha r i o t s  o f  i r o n ,  and  t h e  peop l e  t h a t  wer e  
wi t h  h im ,  f r om  Haro s h e t h  o f  t h e  Gen t i l e s  un t o  t h e  r i v e r  Ki s h o n .

Now,  t h e  r i v e r  Ki s h o n  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  much  o f  a  r i v e r .   I t ' s  j u s t  
wha t  we  wou l d  ca l l  a  s t r e a m .   Usua l l y  when  you  go  by  Ki s h o n  t o d a y ,  
i t ' s  ac t u a l l y  ha r d  t o  se e  i t  bec a u s e  t h e r e  i s  so  l i t t l e  wa t e r  i n  
i t .   You ' l l  s e e  t h e  g r e e n  t r e e s  t h a t  g r ow  a l o n g  t h e  bank s ,  bu t  
t h e r e  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  much  wa t e r  i n  Ki s h o n .   

[ ' A n d  so  he  ga t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  t h e r e  a t  t h e  Ki s h o n  wi t h  h i s  
n i n e  hund r e d  cha r i o t s  o f  i r o n . ' ]   And  Debo r a h  sa i d  un t o  Bara k ,  
Up;  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h e  day  i n  wh i c h  t h e  LORD has  de l i v e r e d  S i s e r a  
i n t o  you r  hand :  i s  no t  t h e  LORD gon e  ou t  be f o r e  t h e e ?   So  Bara k  
wen t  down  f r om  moun t  Tabo r ,  wi t h  t h e  t e n  t h o u s a n d  men  a f t e r  
h im .   And  t h e  LORD d i s c om f i t e d  S i s e r a ,  and  a l l  o f  h i s  cha r i o t s ,  
and  a l l  o f  h i s  hos t ,  wi t h  t h e  edg e  o f  t h e  swo r d  be f o r e  Bara k ;  
so  t h a t  S i s e r a  l i g h t e d  down  o f f  h i s  cha r i o t ,  and  f l e d  away  on  
h i s  f e e t .   

Now,  a s  we  ge t  i n t o  t h e  son g  o f  Debo r a h  we  f i n d  t h a t  God  d i d  
t h i s  by  se n d i n g  so r t  o f  a  f l o o d .   And  t h e  cha r i o t s  go t  bogg e d  down  
i n  t h e  mi r e ,  t h e y  cou l d n ' t  move ;  and  t h u s ,  t h e y  wer e  s i t t i n g  duck s  
fo r  Bar a k ' s  i n f a n t r y  who  came  pou r i n g  down  ou t  o f  moun t  Tabo r  and  
a t t a c k e d  t h em  t h e r e  by  t h e  Ki s h o n  and  de s t r o y e d  t h em :  S i s e r a  
j umpe d  ou t  o f  h i s  cha r i o t ,  beg a n  t o  f l e e .

Bu t  Bara k  pur s u e d  a f t e r  t h e  cha r i o t s ,  and  a f t e r  t h e  ho s t ,  
un t o  Haro s h e t h  o f  t h e  Gen t i l e s :  and  a l l  o f  t h e  hos t  o f  S i s e r a  
f e l l  upon  t h e  edg e  o f  t h e  swo r d ;  and  t h e r e  was  no t  a  man  l e f t .  
Howbe i t  S i s e r a  had  f l e d  away  on  h i s  f e e t  t o  t h e  t e n t  o f  Jae l  
t h e  wi f e  o f  Hebe r  t h e  Ken i t e :  [n ow  t h i s  i s  t h e  guy  t h a t  had  
warn e d  S i s e r a  t h a t  t h e y  wer e  camped  t h e r e .   J a e l  i s  h i s  wi f e ]  
f o r  t h e r e  was  pea c e  be tw e e n  Jab i n  t h e  k i n g  o f  Hazo r  and  t h e  
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hou s e  o f  Hebe r  t h e  Ken i t e .   And  Jae l  wen t  ou t  t o  mee t  S i s e r a ,  
and  sa i d  un t o  h im ,  Turn  i n ,  my  l o r d ,  t u r n  i n  t o  me;  and  don ' t  
f e a r .   And  when  he  had  t u r n e d  i n  un t o  he r  i n t o  t h e  t e n t ,  sh e  
cov e r e d  h im  wi t h  a  man t l e .   And  he  sa i d  un t o  he r ,  Giv e  me  a  
dr i n k ,  I  pra y  t h e e ,  a  l i t t l e  wa t e r  t o  dr i n k ;  f o r  I  am t h i r s t y .  
And  sh e  open e d  a  bo t t l e  o f  mi l k ,  and  gav e  h im  a  dr i n k ,  and  
cov e r e d  h im .   Aga i n  he  sa i d  un t o  he r ,  S t a n d  i n  t h e  doo r  o f  t h e  
t e n t ,  and  i t  sha l l  be ,  when  any  man  do t h  come  and  i n q u i r e  o f  
t h e e ,  and  sa y ,  I s  t h e r e  any  man  he r e ?  t h a t  t h o u  sha l t  sa y ,  No .  
Then  Jae l  Hebe r ' s  wi f e  t o o k  a  na i l  o f  t h e  t e n t ,  and  t o o k  a  
hammer  i n  he r  hand ,  and  sh e  wen t  so f t l y  un t o  h im ,  and  sh e  smo t e  
t h e  na i l  i n t o  h i s  t emp l e s ,  and  f a s t e n e d  i t  i n t o  t h e  gro u n d :  f o r  
he  was  f a s t  as l e e p  and  wea r y .   And  so  he  d i e d  i n s t a n t l y .  
[Gr o s s ! ]

The r e  i s  some  que s t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  dec e i t f u l n e s s  o f  J a e l .  
Howeve r ,  t h e r e  i s  t h a t  pos s i b i l i t y  -  bec a u s e  t h e r e  was  a  
f r i e n d s h i p  t h e r e ,  t h a t  when  S i s e r a  f i r s t  a r r i v e d ,  sh e  o f  cou r s e  
r e c o g n i z e d  h im  bec a u s e  he r  hus b a n d  had  warn e d  h im  t h a t  Bar a k  was  
t h e r e  i n  moun t  Tabo r  wi t h  some  t r o o p s .   And  i t  cou l d  be  t h a t  sh e  
was  genu i n e  i n  he r  o f f e r  o f  hos p i t a l i t y ,  bu t  when ,  t h r o u g h  h i s  
t e l l i n g  he r :  ' L o o k ,  i f  t h e y  come  l o o k i n g  fo r  me :  t e l l  t h em  I ' m  no t  
he r e , '  sh e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he  had  bee n  de f e a t e d .   And  so  sh e  was  
j u s t  de t e r m i n e d  t o  ge t  on  t h e  winn i n g  s i d e .   And  so ,  i t  was  a t  
t h a t  po i n t  t h a t  sh e  came  t o  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  'He y ,  i f  I  pu t  my l o t  
i n  wi t h  S i s e r a  I ' l l  be  on  t h e  l o s i n g  s i d e ; '  and  so  a t  t h a t  po i n t  
sh e  d r o v e  t h e  sp i k e s  t h r o u g h  h i s  t emp l e s  and  k i l l e d  h im  bec a u s e  
sh e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he  had  bee n  de f e a t e d  i n  ba t t l e .   And  t h a t  i s  a  
pos s i b i l i t y ,  so  don ' t  ge t  t o o  ha r d  on  Ja e l  fo r  t h e  dee d .

And ,  beho l d ,  as  Bara k  pur s u e d  S i s e r a ,  [ a n d  Bar a k  h ims e l f  was  
t h e  f e l l o w  pu r s u i n g ]  Ja i l  came  ou t  t o  mee t  h im ,  and  sa i d  un t o  
h im ,  Come ,  and  I  wi l l  show  you  t h e  man  t h a t  you  ar e  l o o k i n g  
f o r .   And  when  he  came  i n t o  he r  t e n t ,  beho l d ,  S i s e r a  l a y  dead ,  
and  t h e  na i l  was  i n  h i s  t emp l e s .   So  God  sub d u e d  on  t h a t  day  
Jab i n  t h e  k i n g  o f  Canaan  be f o r e  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l .   And  
t h e  hand  o f  t h e  ch i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  pro s p e r e d ,  and  pr e v a i l e d  
aga i n s t  Jab i n  t h e  k i n g  o f  Canaan ,  un t i l  t h e y  had  de s t r o y e d  
Jab i n  t h e  k i n g  o f  Canaan .

CHAPTER 5

Now Debo r a h ,  be i n g  a  p r o p h e t e s s  and  be i n g  a  j u d g e ,  s a n g  t h i s  
son g :

Then  Debo r a h  san g  and  Bara k  t h e  son  o f  Ab i n o am  on  t h a t  day ,  
[ a n d  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  l y r i c s : ]  Pra i s e  ye  t h e  LORD   [o r ,  
Ha l l e l u j a h ]  f o r  ave n g i n g  o f  I s r a e l ,  when  t h e  peop l e  wi l l i n g l y  
o f f e r e d  t h em s e l v e s .   [Th e y  se n t  ou t  t o  t h e  men  o f  Zebu l u n  and  
Naph t a l i ,  and  t e n  t h o u s a n d  o f  t h em  wi l l i n g l y  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  
ba t t l e  c r y . ]   Hear ,  O ye  k i n g s ;  g i v e  ea r ,  O ye  pr i n c e s ;  I ,  ev e n  
I ,  wi l l  s i n g  un t o  t h e  LORD;  I  wi l l  s i n g  pra i s e  t o  t h e  LORD God  
o f  I s r a e l .   LORD,  when  you  wen t  ou t  o f  Se i r ,  when  you  marc h e d  
ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  Edom,  t h e  ea r t h  t r emb l e d ,  and  t h e  hea v e n s  
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dro p p e d ,  and  t h e  c l o u d s  a l s o  dro p p e d  wa t e r .   The  moun t a i n s  
me l t e d  f r om  be f o r e  t h e  LORD,  ev e n  S i n a i  f r om  be f o r e  t h e  LORD 
God  o f  I s r a e l .   I n  t h e  day s  o f  Shamga r   [ a n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  o t h e r  
men t i o n  o f  Shamga r ,  t h e  t h i r d  j u d g e :  and  t h i s  i s  a l l  we  know]  
t h e  son  o f  Ana t h ,  i n  t h e  day s  o f  Jae l ,  and  t h e  h i g hwa y s  wer e  
uno c c u p i e d ,  and  t h e  t r a v e l e r s  wa l k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  byway s .   

I t  was  dang e r o u s  bec a u s e  t h e y  had  bee n  sub d u e d  by  t h e i r  
enemi e s ,  t h e y  wou l d n ' t  t a k e  t h e  mai n  ro a d s ,  t h e y  wou l d  t a k e  l i t t l e  
s i d e  ro a d s  t o  ge t  f r om  one  p l a c e  t o  ano t h e r ;  t h e y  s t a y e d  o f f  t h e  
ma in  h i g hwa y s  bec a u s e  t h e y  wer e  occ u p i e d  by  t h e i r  enemi e s .   "Th e y  
wa l k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  byway s . "

The  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  cea s e d ,  t h e y  cea s e d  i n  
I s r a e l ,  un t i l  t h a t  I  Debo r a h  aro s e ,  t h a t  I  aro s e  a  moth e r  i n  
I s r a e l .   The y  cho s e  new  god s ;  and  t h e n  was  war  i n  t h e  ga t e s :  
was  t h e r e  a  sh i e l d  or  a  sp e a r  among  t h e  f o r t y  t h o u s a n d  i n  
I s r a e l ?   [  You  cou l d  ge t  fo r t y  t h o u s a n d  men  and  cou l d n ' t  f i n d  a  
sh i e l d  o r  a  sp e a r .   I  mean ,  t h e y  had  r e a l l y  bee n  sub d u e d  by  
t h e i r  enemi e s . ]   My  hea r t  i s  t owa r d  t h e  gov e r n o r s  o f  I s r a e l ,  
t h a t  o f f e r e d  t h em s e l v e s  wi l l i n g l y  among  t h e  peop l e .   Oh  b l e s s  
ye  t h e  LORD.   [Fo r  t h e s e  men  who  o f f e r e d  t h ems e l v e s  wi l l i n g l y . ]  
Spea k ,  ye  t h a t  r i d e  on  t h e  wh i t e  as s e s ,  ye  t h a t  s i t  i n  
j u d gme n t ,  and  wa l k  by  t h e  way .   The y  t h a t  ar e  de l i v e r e d  f r om  
t h e  no i s e  o f  ar c h e r s  i n  t h e  p l a c e s  o f  draw i n g  wa t e r ,  t h e r e  
sha l l  t h e y  re h e a r s e  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  ac t s  o f  t h e  LORD,  ev e n  t h e  
r i g h t e o u s  ac t s  t owa r d s  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  h i s  v i l l a g e s  i n  
I s r a e l :  and  t h e n  sha l l  t h e  peop l e  o f  t h e  LORD go  down  t o  t h e  
ga t e s .   Awake ,  awak e ,  Debo r a h :  awak e ,  awak e ,  u t t e r  a  son g :  
ar i s e ,  Bara k ,  and  l e a d  t h e  cap t i v i t y  cap t i v e ,  t h o u  son  o f  
Ab i n o am .   Then  he  made  h im  t h a t  r ema i n e t h  hav e  domi n i o n  ove r  
t h e  nob l e s  among  t h e  peop l e :  t h e  LORD  made  me  hav e  domi n i o n  
ove r  t h e  migh t y .   And  ou t  o f  Eph r a i m  was  t h e r e  a  roo t  o f  t h em  
aga i n s t  Amal e k ;  a f t e r  t h e e ,  Ben j am i n ,  among  t h y  peop l e ;  ou t  o f  
Mach i r  come  down  gov e r n o r s ,  and  ou t  o f  Zebu l u n  t h e y  t h a t  hand l e  
t h e  pen  o f  t h e  wr i t e r .   And  t h e  pr i n c e s  o f  I s s a c h a r  wer e  wi t h  
Debo r a h ;  ev e n  I s s a c h a r ,  and  a l s o  Bara k :  f o r  he  was  se n t  on  f o o t  
i n t o  t h e  va l l e y .   For  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  o f  Reub e n  t h e r e  wer e  gr e a t  
t h o u g h t s  o f  hea r t .

Now,  sh e  i s  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h o s e  who  se n t  peop l e  t o  he l p  i n  t h e  
ba t t l e  and  t h o s e  t h a t  cou l d  no t  come .   Bu t  wi t h  Reub e n  t h e r e  wer e  
g r e a t  t h o u g h t s  o f  hea r t .   Reube n  was  a t  l e a s t  s a y i n g ,  "Hey ,  go  fo r  
i t ;  you  know ,  we  a r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  i t . "   The r e  was  ve r b a l  sup p o r t .  
Bu t  no t  so  among  o t h e r s .

Why  d i d  you  ab i d e  i n  you r  sh e e p f o l d ,  t o  hea r  t h e  b l e a t i n g  o f  
t h e  f l o c k s ?   For  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  o f  Reub e n  t h e r e  was  gr e a t  
s e a r c h i n g s  o f  hea r t .   Now  Gi l e a d   [ t h a t  i s  ha l f  t h e  t r i b e  o f  
Mana s s e h ]  bey o n d  t h e  Jo r d a n :

"You  s t a y e d  on  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  you  d i d n ' t  come  t o  he l p .   "Dan  
rema i n e d  i n  h i s  sh i p s : "   or ,  t h a t  i s ,  i n  h i s  mer c h a n d i s i n g :  d i d n ' t  
bo t h e r  t o  he l p .   "As h e r  con t i n u e d  by  t h e  se a  sho r e ,  and  abod e  i n  
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h i s  br e a c h e s . "

Zebu l u n  and  Nap t h a l i  wer e  a  peop l e  t h a t  j e o p a r d e d   [o r ,  
haz a r d e d ]  t h e i r  l i v e s  un t o  t h e  dea t h  i n  t h e  h i g h  p l a c e s  o f  t h e  
f i e l d .   The  k i n g s  came  and  f o u g h t ,  t h e n  f o u g h t  t h e  k i n g s  o f  
Canaan  i n  Taana c h  by  t h e  wa t e r s  o f  Megur o ;  t h e y  t o o k  no  ga i n  o f  
money .   The y  f o u g h t  f r om  hea v e n ;  t h e  s t a r s  i n  t h e i r  cou r s e s  
f o u g h t  aga i n s t  S i s e r a .   [And  so ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  p l a c e  o f  God  
i n  t h e i r  ba t t l e  and  i n  t h e i r  v i c t o r y . ]   The  r i v e r  Ki s h o n  swep t  
t h em  away ,  t h a t  anc i e n t  r i v e r ,  t h e  r i v e r  Ki s h o n .   O my  sou l ,  
t h o u  has t  t r o d d e n  down  s t r e n g t h .   Then  wer e  t h e  hor s e s  hoo f s  
bro k e n  by  mean s  o f  t h e  pra n c i n g s ,  and  t h e  pra n c i n g s  o f  t h e  
migh t y  one s .   Bu t  cu r s e  ye  Mero z ,  sa i d  t h e  ange l  o f  t h e  LORD,  
cu r s e  ye  b i t t e r l y  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t h e r e o f ;  bec a u s e  t h e y  d i d  no t  
come  t o  t h e  he l p  o f  t h e  LORD,  t o  t h e  he l p  o f  t h e  LORD aga i n s t  
t h e  migh t y .

And  so ,  sh e  s t a r s  i n  t h i s  son g :  i t ' s  a  son g  o f  v i c t o r y  p r a i s i n g  
God  fo r  t h o s e  who  wi l l i n g l y  came  t o  f i g h t ,  ch i d i n g  t h o s e  who  d i d  
no t  come .   F i n a l l y ,  cu r s i n g  Meroz  fo r  h i s  non - i n v o l v eme n t  i n  t h e  
ba t t l e :  "Cu r s e  ye  Mero z ,  sa i d  t h e  ang e l  o f  t h e  LORD,  cu r s e  ye  
b i t t e r l y  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t h e r e o f ;  bec a u s e  t h e y  d i d  no t  come  t o  t h e  
he l p  o f  t h e  LORD,  t o  t h e  he l p  o f  t h e  LORD aga i n s t  t h e  migh t y . "

The  cu r s e  fo r  do i n g  no t h i n g .   Ove r  and  ove r  aga i n  i n  t h e  
Sc r i p t u r e s  we  a r e  exho r t e d  t o  do i n g :  warn e d  aga i n s t  be i n g  hea r e r s  
o f  t h e  Word  on l y ,  t o l d  t h a t  we  sho u l d  be  doe r s  o f  t h e  Word .   J e s u s  
was  con s t a n t l y  empha s i z i n g  wha t  we  ough t  t o  be  do i n g ,  and  warn i n g  
aga i n s t  t h o s e  who  hea r d  bu t  d i d  no t  do :  "He  t h a t  hea r s  my  word s ,  
and  doe s  no t  do  t h em ,  I  wi l l  l i k e n  h im  un t o  a  f o o l i s h  man ,  
bu i l d i n g  h i s  hou s e  upon  t h e  san d . . . N o t  a l l  who  sa y ,  Lord ,  Lord ,  
wi l l  en t e r  i n t o  t h e  k i n g d om  o f  hea v e n ;  bu t  he  t h a t  doe t h  t h e  wi l l  
o f  t h e  Fa t h e r . "    And  so  t h e  cu r s e  aga i n s t  Meroz .   He  d i d n ' t  do  
any t h i n g .

A  l o t  o f  t ime s  I  t h i n k  a  pe r s o n  sa y s ,  "We l l ,  I  d i d n ' t  do  
any t h i n g . "   And ,  ye a h ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  p r o b l e m .   You  hav e n ' t  don e  
any t h i n g .

Bl e s s e d  abo v e  women  sha l l  Jae l  t h e  wi f e  o f  Hebe r  t h e  Ken i t e  
be ,  b l e s s e d  sha l l  sh e  be  abo v e  t h e  women  i n  t h e  t e n t .  
[Hono r a b l e  ga l . ]   For  he  as k e d  o f  wa t e r ,  bu t  sh e  gav e  h im  mi l k ;  
[mi l k  i s  so r t  o f  a  s e d a t i v e ,  you  know? ]  sh e  bro u g h t  f o r t h  
bu t t e r  i n  a  l o r d l y  d i s h .   She  pu t  he r  hand  t o  t h e  na i l ,  and  he r  
r i g h t  hand  t o  t h e  wor kmen ' s  hammer ;  and  wi t h  a  hammer  sh e  smo t e  
S i s e r a ,  sh e  smo t e  o f f  h i s  head ,  when  sh e  had  p i e r c e d  and  
s t r i c k e n  h im  t h r o u g h  t h e  t emp l e s .   A t  he r  f e e t  he  bowed ,  he  
f e l l ,  he  l a y  down :  a t  he r  f e e t  he  bowed ,  he  f e l l :  and  wher e  he  
bowed ,  t h e r e  he  f e l l  down  dead .   [Now  sh e  t h i n k s  o f  t h e  moth e r  
o f  S i s e r a ,  wa i t i n g  fo r  he r  son  t o  come  home  f r om  ba t t l e : ]  The  
moth e r  o f  S i s e r a  l o o k e d  ou t  t h e  wind ow ,  and  sh e  c r i e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  l a t t i c e ,  Why  i s  h i s  cha r i o t  so  l o n g  i n  com i n g ?   [My  wi f e  
ha s  t a k e n  t h i s  a s  a  Sc r i p t u r e  fo r  he r s e l f :  l o o k i n g  ou t  t h e  
l a t t i c e  and  sa y i n g ,  "Why  i s  h i s  cha r i o t  so  l o n g  i n  comi n g ? " ]  
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Why  t a r r y  t h e  whee l s  o f  h i s  cha r i o t s ?   Her  wi s e  l a d i e s  answe r e d  
he r ,  ye s ,  sh e  re t u r n e d  an  answe r  t o  he r s e l f ,   [ t h e y  a r e  
p i c t u r i n g  t h e  v i c t o r i e s  o f  he r  son , ]  Have  t h e y  no t  sp e d ?  hav e  
t h e y  no t  d i v i d e d  t h e  pr e y ;  t o  ev e r y  man  a  dams e l  or  two ;  t o  
S i s e r a  a  pr e y  o f  d i v e r s  co l o u r s ,   [ b e a u t i f u l  ro b e s ]  a  pr e y  o f  
d i v e r s  co l o u r s  and  o f  nee d l e w o r k ,  d i v e r s e  co l o u r s  o f  nee d l e w o r k  
on  bo t h  s i d e s ,   [ I  mean ,  t h i s  i s  a  f a n c y ,  f a n c y  ro b e :  i t  goe s  
on  bo t h  s i d e s ]  t h a t  was  mee t  f o r  t h e  nec k s  o f  t h em  t h a t  t a k e  
t h e  spo i l ?  So  l e t  a l l  t h i n e  enem i e s  pe r i s h ,  O LORD:  bu t  l e t  
t h em  t h a t  l o v e  h im  be  as  t h e  sun  when  i t  goe s  f o r t h  i n  h i s  
migh t .   And  t h e  l a n d  had  re s t  f o r  f o r t y  yea r s .

So ,  Debo r a h  f i n i s h e s  he r  son g  wi t h  dec l a r a t i o n s :  "So  l e t  a l l  o f  
t h e  enem i e s  o f  God  pe r i s h :  bu t  l e t  t h o s e  t h a t  l o v e  t h e  LORD be  as  
t h e  sun  wh i c h  goe s  f o r t h  i n  migh t . "   Beau t i f u l ,  poe t i c  
dec l a r a t i o n s .   "And  t h e n  t h e  l a n d  had  re s t  f o r  f o r t y  yea r s . "  
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